regions, respectively, each of the tapered regions diverging in 
the direction from its associated neck region to the medial 
region, the distal neck region being contiguous with the catheter 
tubing to define a distal interface; and 

\ \ a distal fluid tight fusion bond along the interface of 

the catheter tubing and the distal neck region, said fusion bond 
being spaced apart from the distal tapered region by a distance 
of at most^.03 0 inches, and wherein the distal tapered region is 
substantially free of crystallization. 

0- j ( 

The balloon catheter of Claim wherein: 
^ I the axial dimension of the distal fusion bond is at 
U^v most^.030 inches, and the distal fusion bond is spaced apart from 
CL the distal tapered region by less than 010 inches. 

J> J 1 

2^. The balloon catheter of Claim 2-6 wherein: 

^ J the catheter tubing and the balloon are formed of 

I different polymeric materials. , 

J J 3 

i 2*9. The balloon catheter of Claim wherein: 

' |? J the catheter tubing comprises an extrusion of at least 

one thermoplastic polymeric material chosen from the group 

consisting of: polyesters, polyolefins, polyamides, thermal 

polyurethanes and their copolymers. ^ 

The balloon catheter of yiaim 2^f wherein: 

P| the balloon is formed of at least one of the materials 

from the group consisting of: polyethylene terephthalate , nylon, 

polyolefin and their copolymers. / 

3S. The balloon catheter of (claim 2^ further including: 

Pi a fluid tight proximal fusion bond between the catheter 

tubing and the proximal end region, said proximal fusion bond 

being axially spaced apart from the proximal tapered region by at 

most .030 inches, and wherein the proximal tapered region is 

it ~* 

substantially free of crystallization. 



